INTRODUCTION.
GENTLEMEN OF THE CHEMICAL SOCIETY:
Having been honoured by you with the appointment to deliver the ANNUAL ORATION, I have, with diffidence, prepared myself to comply with your request. I shall not attempt to apologize for any imperfections it may contain, however numerous they may be, as they are the inevitable effects of your choice. But there is one liberty I have taken, for which I consider myself bound to apologize.
The Resolution, in pursuance of which this oration is delivered, directs that it shall contain all the discoveries made in the science of chemistry during the preceding year. Instead of complying with the letter of this resolution, I have taken the liberty of preparing .for you a sketch of the revolutions in chemistry. To this I have been induced from a consideration of the utility and pleasure that always result from a knowledge of the origin of our opinions. He who should take up his abode on the banks of a stream, and quench his thirst from its waters, could not feel uninterested in a knowledge of its source, and the course it has run. Knowing over what substances its waters have passed, he is enabled in some measure to judge of their purity, and is put on his guard against any bad effects that may be produced by them. Thus, by knowing the origin of our opinions and the channels through which they have come to us, we can form a tolerable judgment of what particular prejudices they are most likely to be biassed by, and be thus put on our guard against receiving them without the strictest examination. Such were the reasons which induced me to write, and which I hope will induce you to pardon me for delivering before you, A SKETCH OP THE REVOLUTIONS IN CHEMISTRY.
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